
Protest rally, celebration mark
abortion case's 29th anniversary
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Montoya Ware offered a prayer at the beginning of the courthouse rally, sponsored by Right to Life Louisville.
Events were held to mark the 29th anniversary of the Supreme Court ruling that legalized abortion.

Sides cast each other in role of terrorists
By BUTCH JOHN,
MATT BATCHELDOR
and JAMES R. CARROLL
The Courier-Journal

Comparisons to terror
ists arose on both sides
yesterday as local abortion
opponents and supporters
gathered separately to
mark the Supreme Court
ruling that legalized abor
tion 29 years ago.

During a rally at the Jef
ferson County Courthouse,
the Rev. Cecil Blye com
pared Osama bin Laden to
abortion providers and
what he called "terrorism
against the womb."

And at last night's cele
bration of the Roe vs. Wade
ruling, Sheila Sutton com
pared anti-abortion extrem
ists who send threatening
letters to women's clinics to
the Sept. 11 terrorists. Sut
ton is executive director of
the Kentucky Reproductive
Health Network.

At the courthouse rally,
where about 250 people
protested abortion, Blye
alsobrought up civil rights.

"The right to life is the
first civil right. It is the civ
il-rights issue of the
2000s," said Blye, pastor of
More Grace Ministries (for-

Sheila Sutton of the Kentucky Reproductive Health
Network said the White House is hostile to abortion rights.

merly Abundant Life Minis
tries).

He was among a dozen
speakers at the annual ral
ly, sponsored by Right to
Life Louisville, which drew
people from across Ken
tucky and Indiana.

Another speaker was
Lisa Arnold, a post-abor
tion counselor who brought
many to tears as she talked
about her own abortion at
age 17.

Many protesters held red
signs reading "Stop Abor
tion Now" and "Stop Kill

ing Babies." Others, includ
ing two dozen students on
a lunch break from Port
land Christian Academy,
made their own signs.

"Abortion is wrong be
cause it's not the woman's
life. It's the baby's life,"
said Katie Grimes, 12,
whose sign read, "A baby
is being killed right now
with a drawing of a fetus
being menaced by a scal
pel.

Hank and Janet Vierling
of New Salisbuiy, Ind.,
brought their children, Ash-

It really
shows...

how much of
a threat we're

under.

— Sheila Sutton. executive
director of the Kentucky

Reproductive Health Network

ley, 10. and Matthew, 7, to
the rally.

Hank Vierling said he
and his wife hope the chil
dren will learn that "abor
tion is not just a name for a
medical procedure, but the
taking of life."

At the Rudyard Kipling
in Old Louisville last night,
about 50 abortion-rights ad
vocates celebrated with po
etry and puppet perfor
mances. But they a so ex-
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